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Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Peter Collier 

STUDENT-CENTRED FUNDING MODEL — DISABILITIES 
1. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Education: 
(1) Is the minister aware of concerns that 2015 funding allocations for students with disabilities in 

mainstream schools are lower than those same students would have attracted before the student-centred 
funding model? 

(2) Given the commitment made last year by the Premier and the minister that no cuts would be made to 
resources for students with a disability, why are so many schools reporting that they are getting less per 
student than they got before the student-centred funding model? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(2) This issue was raised with me by a school that I was at recently. That school felt that it was getting less 

with the Schools Plus funding than previously. I sought some clarification from the department because 
there was funding for five identifiable criteria areas under the student-centred funding model, one of 
which was students with a disability. It was identified that under the previous system there was no such 
clarity with regard to funding students with a disability. Some schools were receiving funding for 
students with a disability but the students were not at the school because there was no transparency with 
the funding. Every child with a disability now gets funded accordingly. That is not based on 
a sweetheart deal, something that has happened in the past or an enterprise agreement that has been 
provided in the past. Every single child with a disability gets funded. Some schools will receive more 
funding than they previously received and some will receive less but, in essence—the Premier was quite 
correct and the comments that I have made are quite correct—disability is one of the areas of 
consideration with regard to student-centred funding and there has been no reduction. Some schools 
may find that they are receiving less while others will find that they are getting more. 
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